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Up Front

The Little School Library That Could...and Did

“It’s important for us as librarians to volunteer. What we did at the Farragut School has sent a message that school
libraries are important. When you start doing good things, more good things come out of it.” Ashley Waring, GSLIS student

an important project with the David G.

I n the spring of 2004, GSLIS launched

Farragut Elementary School, located

near Simmons off of Huntington Ave-
nue. While Simmons and the Farragut School
have had a long-standing relationship, the pur-
pose of this particular project was to organize
an “Alternative Spring Break” to revitalize the
school’s small library, which had been without

| |

a librarian for more than a year. To read more o

about the Farragut School and the evolution of the
partnership, go to http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/
students/index.html and scroll down to Publications,
Information Link, 11/04, “The Little School Library
That Could.”

From March 8-10, 2005, thirty students, staff, and

1

alumni volunteered at the Farragut School library
during the first GSLIS Alternative Spring Break (ASB).
Their task was to process and label hundreds of new and
used books that had been collected during a Simmons-
wide book drive held last November by the new GSLIS/
Farragut School partnership.

The volunteers sorted, weeded, and categorized books, and
then took turns entering cataloging information into an
Excel spreadsheet from which they created a shelf list and
labels. They affixed the labels to the books along with Sim-
mons bookplates and pockets. By the end of the week, they
had processed and prepared more than 500 books that will
be incorporated into the Farragut School library.

Larainne Wilson, the Farragut School Boston Connects
student support coordinator, is clearly excited about what
was accomplished. “The great thing is that now we have an
infrastructure for continuing to build the library. We’ve set
up processes that work-study students and volunteers can
follow anytime we get books donated.”

For Linda Carroll, a GSLIS student and one of the ASB
coordinators, service is at the heart of librarianship. “After
25 years in a corporate environment, | am struck by the
spirit of sharing found in libraries. It’s very satisfying to

connect kids with books, and that’s what we’re doing this
week. That’s what librarians do!”

Linda Watkins, GSLIS librarian, said she had been looking
forward to “getting back to my roots in elementary school
libraries” for months. Holding up a paperback, she said,
“But the most exciting thing was when | opened this to put
a pocket in it, and it turned out to be a book I had proc-
essed at Martin Milmore School in 1975! It's my handwrit-
ing on the little borrower’s card. That book survived and
made its way into a new library 30 years later. It makes you
realize that things continue and find new life.”
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Snapshot Anita Silvey

“I actually believe that all moments in our lives are pivotal. My job is to keep focused here in the mo-
ment, because my tomorrow is going to be based on that.”

You had a long career in publishing. How did you
“ get started?

I finished my master’s degree at the University
of Wisconsin and then moved to Boston to look
for teaching jobs. But then a position opened up at Little
Brown & Company, in the children’s book department. |
interviewed and got hired. Two hundred lvy League gradu-
ates applied, but I think they wanted me because | was the
only one who had worked with children — reading stories
in a summer program back in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where
I grew up. And | was ready and eager
to learn about publishing, an appren-
ticeship industry. Getting into publish-
ing was such a wonderful accident for
me!

What were the highlights of your early
years in publishing?

During the 1970s | was the assistant
editor of The Horn Book. Paul Hines,
the editor, was a true gentleman. Every
children’s book author who came to
the city came to talk to him, and | was
fortunate enough to meet some of the
best — Robert McCloskey, P.L.
Travers, Maurice Sendak, and Ezra
Jack Keats.

Why did you decide to leave

publishing?

A couple of years ago, | finally gave
myself permission to do what | always
wanted to do. I spent about 30 years
helping others get books published.
Now I am writing my own.

What do you like best about being a writer?

You move from thought waves to a bound book in your
hand. Also it’s passing on what you know. All of my writing
is reference writing, so it’s teaching. And you never know
where your book is going to travel — 100 Best Books for
Children just appeared on the Christmas reading list for
the Christ Church library in New Zealand!

As a writer, do you have a daily routine?

I get up between 4 and 5 a.m. and after a bite to eat, | sit
down and write — before | do anything else. If | put it off
till later, 1 would put it off indefinitely. | write for several
hours. Between 8 and 10 a.m., | take the dogs for an hour
walk. I think through what I’m writing while they’re chas-

ing around, then come back and revise. The afternoons I
spend doing research. When I’'m working on a book, it’s
seven days a week.

What's a possession that you cherish?

A 1911 copy of The Secret Garden that’s been passed down
to me from my mother’s great-aunt. When | touch that
book, I go back to the women in my family, back to the
Civil War when my great-aunt was born.

Do you have a sanctuary or favorite spot?
I have a rose garden with trellises. |
love to sit and read there.

Some people think it takes courage to wear
a hat, but you’re never without yours.
With me it wasn’t courage, it was more
desperation! In 1976, right before a
Houghton Mifflin sales conference, I
got a very bad haircut; I looked like “a
series of unfortunate events.” | found a
hat and it felt so perfect that | didn’t
take it off for several days. So | started
hunting for hats I could wear with all
my outfits.

Outside of your work, what'’s
something you are passionate about?
My Bernese mountain dogs, Merlin
and Lady — they’re the great loves in
my life.

Has there ever been an experience in your
life that you’d describe as pivotal?

I actually believe that all moments in
our lives are pivotal. My job is to keep focused here in the
moment, because my tomorrow is going to be based on
that. The only moment I have is right now, and how I live
it is the most important.

What do you do for fun?

I love movies, old and new. | snowshoe in the winter and
kayak in the summer. This winter | was doing a lot of
snow shoeing, even to get out of my house.

Who or what would you have been in a former life?
A monk during the Dark Ages, copying and preserving
books.

Continued on Page 3
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The Little School Library That Could

Continued from Page !

Things are not only continuing at the Farragut library,
they are gaining momentum. The renewed interest in and
commitment to the library — coupled with the partial res-
toration of the school’s budget — resulted in the Farragut
School’s principal announcing that the school will be
hiring a part-time librarian for fall 2005.

In addition, the ASB committee’s energy and excitement
led to a meeting with Karen Kohr, the Boston Public
Schools library coordinator, who helped the committee
establish procedures for processing the donated books.
She also visited the school to weed the existing collection,
and has offered ongoing support. There is even a possibil-
ity of finding a dedicated space for the library.

Another important outcome of ASB is an ongoing rela-
tionship between GSLIS and the Scott/Ross Center for
Community Service, and a group of GSLIS volunteers
who are committed to remaining involved at the Farragut
School.

“Sustainable partnerships are those that are maintained
over time, and don’t just depend on one person or one
project,” says Wilson. “The success of ASB happened be-
cause of the existing Simmons/Farragut School relation-
ship.”

The Alternative Spring Break at the Farragut School was
sponsored by GSLIS, the Scott/Ross Center for Community
Service, MSLMA/Student Chapter, LISSA, and ASIS&T/
Student Chapter. Members of the ASB Committee were:
Linda Carroll, Eva Radding, Bill Sloan, Ashley Waring
(GSLIS students); Em Claire Knowles (GSLIS staff);
Carolyn Grimes and Jean Manney (Scott/Ross Center for
Community Service); and Larainne Wilson (student support
coordinator for Boston Connects at the Farragut School).

Anita Silvey

Continued from Page 2

If you were allowed only three books on a desert island,
what would they be?

You have just described my vision of hell — only two or
three books allowed for eternity! I hope the god of my
understanding sends me to the great library and book
discussion group in the sky.

What are you reading right now?

I’'m reading 500 books for a new volume on the best
books for readers ages 12 to 18. P.S. If anyone has some
books for this age group that they are passionate about,
I’d be happy for their input.

A favorite quotation?
“Only the rarest kind of best in anything can be good
enough for the young.” — Walter de la Mare.

Anita Silvey worked for many years as Publisher of children’s
books at Houghton Mifflin and as Editor-in-Chief of The Horn
Book Magazine, the nation’s premier journal of record for chil-
dren’s literature. Four years ago, she turned to writing,; her
moost recent book, 100 Best Books for Children, was published
in April, 2004. At GSLIS, Silvey teaches Modern Book Publish-
ing and Librarianship. She lives in Westwood.

Interview by Victoria Thatcher

Discount on CE Workshops

Current GSLIS students get a
50% discount on

Continuing Education work-
shops. View the spring
workshop schedule at:

www.simmons.edu/gslis/
continuinged/workshops/.
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Commencement 2005

This May, Simmons will celebrate
its 100th Commencement! In
honor of this milestone,
Commencement exercises will be
held on Saturday, May 14, in a new
location with a new format. No
tickets are required this year to
attend the exercises, which will
take place at the Bayside Expo Cen-
ter. The site was selected because
it can accommodate all of our
graduates and their guests, while
still maintaining an intimate set-
ting. Directions to Bayside Expo
Center are available at
www.baysideexpo.com. There will
be a reception for GSLIS graduates
and guests at the Bayside Expo
Center immediately following the &&= =
ceremony. Visit
www.simmons.edu/commencement/info/2005/03/
about_commencem.shtml for more details and the most
up-to-date information.
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April Events

Friday, April 1, Alumni and Professional Development Day at
Simmons College, Main College Building.

Monday, April 4, Deadline: All students who plan to request a
transfer of credit, waiver, or petition for enroliment in a non-
GSLIS course must submit their petitions by this date. Please
address the petitions to Em Claire Knowles, Assistant Dean for
Student Administrative Services. To download the petition
forms, visit http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/students/

policies.html.

Friday, April 8, NETSL (New England Technical Services Librari-
ans) Spring Conference, “Metadata and Meaning: Creating the
21st Century Catalog.” Hogan Campus Center, College of the
Holy Cross, Worcester, MA

For more information, see www.nelib.org/netsl/conference.htm.

April 10-16, National Library Week. For information about how
to celebrate this week, visit www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/nlw/
nationallibraryweek.htm.

Monday, April 11-Wednesday, April 13, Connecticut Library As-
sociation Conference: "Reading the Future”, Omni New Haven
Hotel at Yale, New Haven, CT. For more information and to
download the conference program, see http://cla.uconn.edu/.

Tuesday, April 12, National Library Worker’s Day.

Tuesday, April 12, GSLIS Research Colloquia Series: "Challenges
and Benefits in Leveraging Electronic Resource Usage Data,"
presented by Professor Gary Geisler and student Caryn Ander-
son. One Palace Road, P207. For more information about the
colloguia series, see
http://web.simmons.edu/~benoit/Colloquium/index.html.

Tuesday, April 12, LISSA Meeting. One Palace Road, Student
Lounge, P212G. 12:30-1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 13, LISSA Meeting. One Palace Road, Student
Lounge, P212G. 5:30-6:00 p.m.

Monday, April 18, Patriot’s Day. No classes.

Tuesday, April 26, LISSA Meeting. One Palace Road, Student
Lounge, P212G. 12:30-1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26, GSLIS Research Colloquia Series: “Libraries
in Kyrgyzstan” presented by Assistant Dean Terry Plum. One
Palace Road, P207. 1:00-2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 277, LISSA Meeting. One Palace Road, Student
Lounge, P212G. 5:30-6:00 p.m.

Friday, April 29-Saturday, April 30, New England Archivists
Spring Conference. The spring meeting of the NEA will take
place at Simmons. The program’s title is “Looking Forward into
the Past: The Future of Archives,” with an emphasis on cross-
disciplinary partnerships, the digital “frontier,” and archival the-
ory. The meeting program and registration form can be
downloaded at www.newenglandarchivists.org/activities/
meetings/programs/2005_spring_program.pdf.

Folks on the Move

GSLIS MHC student Jane Babcock was featured in the article
“Director has vision for Hadley library” in the March 5 edition
of the Daily Hampshire Gazette. Babcock started at the library
as a volunteer a few years ago, which led to her hire as in-
terim director last June, and then permanent director in No-
vember. Among the many improvements she has planned is
to get books and materials into an online cataloging system
and to establish the small library as part of the regional li-
brary lending system. Babcock also anticipates working more
closely with local public schools, having the library be a re-
pository of local history and genealogy, and growing it as a
community center and gathering place.

Ching-chih Chen, professor, was the first invited lecturer at
the newly initiated Symposium on Digital Libraries at Tsu-
rumi University in Japan, December 22. Her lecture — enti-
tled "Global Memory Net offers the world instantly: Potentials
for universal access to invaluable Japanese contents" — was
translated into Japanese and also published in the February
issue of the Journal of Information Processing and Manage-
ment. Chen also is the subject of a new article, "Ching-chih
Chen: A shining star and model of Chinese American library
and information science professionals,” written by the chief
of the Asian Division of the Library of Congress. The article
appears in a new book published by Guangxi Normal Univer-
sity Press, entitled Bridging Cultures. Chinese American Li-
brarians and Their Organizations. A Glance at the Thirty
Years of CALA, 1973-2003).

Terry Plum, assistant dean, spent GSLIS spring break in Pris-
tina, Kosovo, interviewing prospective candidates for the Kos-
ovar Librarian Training grant. Nine Kosovars will be selected
to attend GSLIS during the fall 2005 semester, both in Bos-
ton and Mount Holyoke. While Plum was in Kosovo, Prime
Minister Ramush Haradinaj resigned in order to face indict-
ments by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague. This event threw some un-
certainty into support for the grant by various Kosovo govern-
ment agencies. However, Plum said the trip was nevertheless
successful, and the grant is on schedule.

Information Link

Information Link is the monthly newsletter of the Graduate School of Library
and Information Science at Simmons College. Its purpose is to provide school-
and career-related information and to foster community among the many diverse
people who make up the school.

Staff

Em Claire Knowles, Editor-in-Chief
Victoria Thatcher, Editor

Alisa M. Libby, Production Editor
Elyse Pipitone, Proofreader

The Link welcomes your suggestions, comments, and especially your contribu-
tions. Please send comments and suggestions to knowles@simmons.edu. Send
submissions to alisa.libby@simmons.edu. Submission of items does not guaran-
tee publication. For archived issues, visit http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/.

Note that views expressed by contributors to the newsletter are not necessarily
the views of the newsletter, GSLIS, or Simmons College. The editors reserve the
right to edit material submitted for publication.

Copy deadline for the May issue is Friday, May 15.
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